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Dear Colleague,
LSC Transitions Bulletin #2
 

This is the second Bulletin from the Third Sector National Learning Alliance, as part of the support programme for voluntary and third sector providers, as the Learning and Skills Council undergoes major changes.

By 2010, there will be new structures and arrangements for the planning and allocation of funds for education and training in both 16-18 and post-19 adult age groups.
The Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Bill, which creates the legal framework for these changes, is now awaiting Royal Assent before becoming law. It will be discussed in the House of Lords on the 2nd November, with the Third Reading expected on the 11th November.
Read more on the imminent changes here: http://thirdsector.lsc.gov.uk/transitionarrangements/
Adult Learning:

The Skills Funding Agency, from April 2010, will be the single funding provider for adult skills in England outside of higher education. Its main function will be to direct around £4 billion of funding to further education colleges and other skills providers including the voluntary and third sectors.
It will primarily allocate funding in response to programmes that allow learners and employers to exercise choice, citing Train to Gain as an example.

There will be a number of ‘gateways’ including:

· National Apprenticeship Service
· Employer Skills Services 
· Learner Skills Services
They also aim to simplify and standardise monitoring and reporting procedures, and also streamline the payment mechanisms for providers.

Many of the changes have been ongoing for some time, and many of the structures and personnel are now in place. It is planned that between September 2009 and April 2010 there will be a number of further changes:
· Protocols will be set up between the new Skills Funding Agency and Key Partners: (The UK Commission for Employment and Skills, Jobcentre Plus, Regional Development Agencies and the Employment and Skills Boards)
· A National Commissioning Framework will be developed
· A Skills Investment Strategy will be published
For more on the Skills Funding Agency:

http://www.dius.gov.uk/policy/raising_expectations.html
TSNLA represent the third sector on the BIS FE Reform and Performance Board and are, therefore, well placed to try and influence the policy agenda as we move forward.

We will be publishing a more detailed and bespoke briefing paper for third sector providers on the SFA, which will be available by December.
Learning for Young People:
For young people there will be a new national body, the Young People's Learning Agency (YPLA), which will support local authorities in their new role in commissioning and funding 14-19 provision. 
From April 2010 local authorities will be responsible for the planning, commissioning and funding of learning provision for 16-19 year olds, young people up to age 25 where a learning difficulty assessment is in place, and young offenders in youth custody. 

Local authorities will come together in sub-regional groupings, and also at a regional level where local authorities will come together with the Regional Development Agency, Government Office, Young People’s Learning Agency, Skills Funding Agency and other key partners in a Regional Planning Group. This will consider the plans to ensure that they meet the economic and skills needs of the region.

The Young People’s Learning Agency, will support local authorities, by 
· establishing a National Commissioning Framework 
· providing strategic data and analysis 
· ensuring national budgetary control
Les Walton is the new Chair of the YPLA, and Peter Lauener is the Chief Executive (both posts to be confirmed after the passage of the Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Bill)

For more on the Young People’s Learning Agency:
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/14-19/index.cfm?go=site.home&sid=57&pid=505&lid=651&l4id=330&ptype=Single&ctype=FAQ
The TSNLA represents third sector providers on the DCSF 16-19 MoG Communications Group and Programme Board.  We are, therefore, well placed to influence the national policy agenda.

TSNLA are preparing a full briefing paper on the YPLA for voluntary and third sector providers and this will be available by December.
National Commissioning Framework for Young People:
The National Commissioning Framework (NCF) will be developed and published in April 2010, with the arrangements for planning, commissioning and procuring funding becoming operational from the latter part of 2010.
A draft summary of the framework has been published to give stakeholders opportunity to comment and take part in consultations early in 2010.A copy of the document can be found at: 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/14-19/documents/NCF_outline_key_%20principles.pdf
Local authorities must take into account the NCF, and undertake consistent and provider-neutral commissioning. Sub-Regional Groups will review and challenge the 16-19 commissioning plans of the local authorities in their group to ensure that they meet the needs of learners. As an additional safeguard against partial or perverse decision making the YPLA will be able to convene case conferences where commissioning decisions affect the balance or diversity of educational provision.
TSNLA will circulate copies of the full draft once available, and publicise details of consultation opportunities.

REACT have produced a discussion paper on the NCF:
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/1720632
TSNLA will be producing a briefing paper on the new commissioning frameworks for both adults and young people and this will be available by January.
Locations:

The intended locations shared by YPLA and the Skills Funding Agency from April 2010 will be:

· Manchester (North West) 

· London Central (London) 

· Bradford (Yorkshire and Humberside) 

· Ipswich (East of England) 

· Leicester (East Midlands) 

· Gateshead (North East) 

· Birmingham (West Midlands) 

· Bristol (South West) 

In the South East there will continue to be a presence in Brighton, and split regional offices for Skills Funding Agency in Reading and YPLA in Guildford.
A further 9 sub-regional offices which, in the main, will house staff of the Skills Funding Agency are: 

· Liverpool (North West) 

· Stoke on Trent (West Midlands) 

· London East (London + also near Olympic work) 

· Billingham (North East) 

· Sheffield - to be shared with YPLA (Yorkshire and Humber) 

· Bedfordshire (East of England) 

· Derby (East Midlands) 

· Plymouth (South West) 

· Fareham (South East

Further Support from TSNLA:

The TSNLA delivery team comprises highly experienced voluntary/third sector managers from a partnership of organisations including NAVCA, Lancashire Learning Consortium CIC, The Learning Curve and Derbyshire Learning and Development Consortium.  We shall also be receiving support from NIACE, ACEVO, Third Sector European Network and Skills Third Sector.
Our sector support programme over the next six months will include the following key actions:
 

- A series of regular bulletins updating you on developments and opportunities;

- A key briefing paper, later this month on Sector Engagement;

- Preparation & dissemination of a series of other key briefing papers - including guides to the Young Peoples Learning Agency (YPLA) and Skills Funding Agency (SFA), as well as thematic briefings on key issues such as commissioning arrangements and quality assurance requirements;
 

- A skills development programme including written guidance, e-mail/telephone advice and one-to-one support delivered by a team of Support Advisers;
 

- A toolkit for commissioners to underpin understanding of third sector infrastructure, the Compact and existing good practice, and;
 

- Two communication events to be held during February 2010.
 

Keep in Touch:
If you wish to contact the TSNLA team please visit:

http://www.tsnla.org.uk/content/contact-us and submit a message to us - a team member will bet back to you as soon as we can.

Alternatively send us an e-mail at: tsnla@gmx.com
Follow us on Facebook at: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Third-Sector-National-Learning-Alliance-LSC-Transition-Support/193252786132?ref=nf
Follow us on Twitter at: http://twitter.com/tsnla
 

Best wishes,
 

Third Sector National Learning Alliance
www.tsnla.org.uk
